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DECLARATION OF KAREN KAPLAN PURSUANT TO 37 C.F.R. § L47 

Attn: Box PCX 
Commissioner for Patents 
RO. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

I J Karen Kaplan, hereby states as follows: 



1 . I am the patent paralegal for Rubbermaid Foodservice Products (RFP) division of 
Rubbermaid, Inc., which is a division of Newell Rubbermaid, Inc. I have worked for RFP for 
over three and one-half years. It is my responsibility to obtain signatures on docimientation 
pertaining to patent applications filed with the U.S. Patent & Tradonark Office and assigned or 
to be assigned from the inventors to Rubbermaid, Inc. 



2. I have obtained signatures for five (5) of the seven (7) inventors on the above- 
identified U.S. application Serial No* 10/590,815 (the application) on a Declaration and Power of 
Attorney document (the Declaration) identifying the application. I have been unable to locate 
two (2) of the seven (7) inventors in this application, Matthew Lawler and Theron Kotze. 



3. As is my normal course of business, I forwarded via U.S* First Class Mail a copy 
of the application and the Declaration to each inventor in order to obtain their signature on the 
Declaration. Five of the seven inventors have returned the signed documents. These signatures 
are included in the Declaration copy submitted with the accompanying Response to Notification 
of Missing Requirements imder 35 USC 371. 

4. Matthew Lawler did not respond to the initial mailing of the documents. The 
above document package for Matthew Lawler was mailed to his last known address, which is: 

Matthew Lawler 

13738 West hronwood Circle 

Homerglen, Illinois 60441 

5. Theron Kotze did not respond to the initial mailing of the documents. The above 
document package for Theron Kotze was mailed to his l^t known address, which is: 

Theron Kotze 

1510 West Byron, Apt. 1 

Chicago, Illinois, 60613 

6. I have attempted to reach each of Matthew Lawler and Theron Kotze at phone 
numbers identified for these inventors at their last known address^. I have attempted to locate 
new phone numbers for each of these inventors using Directory Information and via the internet 
on websites such as www^whitepages.com, I have not been able to locate any new phone 
number or to reach either inventor by phone. 

7. I have attempted to locate each of Matthew Lawler and Theron Kotze by 
contacting the other five inventors. The other inventors do not know the current whereabouts of 
Matthew Lawler or Theron Kotze. 



8. Neither Matthew Lawler nor Theron Kotze is still employed by any Newell 
Rubbermaid division, according to corporate records. Also, no forwarding address is provided in 
corporate records for either of these inventors* 

9. I have fixrfher attempted to locate new mailing addresses for Matthew Lawler and 
for Theron Kotze using the internet. I have not been able to locate a new or forwarding address 
for either inventor using search services such as www.whitepages.com. 

10. Another copy of the application and Declaration were forwarded to Matthew 
Lawler and to Theron Kotze at their respective last known addresses, which are identified above 
in Paragraphs 4 and 5, via Federal Express (FED EX) courier service. These packages were 
forward via FED EX more than 45 days ago. The exact date can no longer be determined 
because our FED EX electronic records are deleted after 45 days, 

1 1 . These FED EX packages were not signed for by either of Matthew Lawler or 
Theron Kotze and no signed Declaration has been returned by either inventor. 

12. Yet another copy of the application and Declaration were forwarded to Matthew 
Lawler and to Theron Kotze at their respective last known addresses, which are identified above 
in Paragraphs 4 and 5, via Federal Express (FED EX) courier service. These packages were 
forward via FED EX on Monday, November 26, 2007 to each address. A copy of the electronic 
FED EX tracking document for each inventor is attached to this paper as Exhibit A (Lawler) and 
Exhibit B (Kotze). 
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13, 'nieNovCTAer26, 2007 FED EXpacScages were not ^goed for by eiflier of 
MatOb^ Lawler or Hieem Kctze andno sigped Dedataliaa lias been letomed by eiflier 
inventor- 



14. The November 26, 2007 FED EX package to Mat&ew Lawler was returned in its 
J entirety to me by an miiaiomip^ Anotefiom&atpeasoiD 

I accompamed die r^umed package static No 

j. ofh^ii$elulmfonnafiQawasp!OvidedmA.flieref^^ 

i 

I 1 S. I bereby declare &at a!l statements made herdn of my owix knowledge are ime 

j and that all statoi^ts made on infoima&m. and belief are believed to be true; and furflier Ibat 

I . Ibese statements were made wifli tbe knowledge fliat willM false statements and the Kke so 

I3aade are piinisbable by fine or imprisomn€xit» §1001 and that SQcb 

wQliSal £dse statements may jeopaidize the validity of tbe above**rdEsi:mce patent appfic^tion axid 



I Kar^Xapls 




Kar^Xaplan 
Robbeimaid Foodservice Products 



Dec 03 07 OStSGp 
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704 997 4412 
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Tracking summary 



Track Shipmcnts/FedEx Kinko's Orders 

Detailed Results 



A 



Page I of 2 



Qjpse Window 



f0) Print 



Tracking number 
Signed for liy 
Ship date 
Delivery date 

Status 

Signature image 
available 



79831 6396732 Destination 
Signature release on file Delivered to 



Nov 26. 2007 
Nov 27. 2007 8:41 AM 

Delivered 

No 



Service type 
Weight 



I lOMER GLEN. It 
Residonce 
Priority Pak 
1.0 lbs. 



Date/Time 
Nov 27, 2007 



NOV 2a, 2007 



Activity 
B:41 AM Delivered 



Ljocation 

HOMCR GLEN, 
IL 



7:36 AWI On FedCx vehicle for HILLSIDE, IL 
delivory 

V:01 AM At local FedEx facility HILLSIDE, IL 



3:02 AM At dest sort facility 
riiOS AM Departed FedEx 

location 
1 2:34 AM Arrivtsd at PedEx 

9:01 PM Left origin 
6:14 PM Picked up 
4:30 PM r'ackagedaia 

transmitted to FedEx 



CHICAGO, IL 

INDIANAPOLIS. 

IN 

INDIANAPOLIS, 
IN 

CONCORD. NC 
CONCORD. NC 



Details 

Left at front door. Package deiivorcd 
to RicipiGnt address - release 
autWorized 



[ E-moii res ults 1 f Ifrad^ more shipmonTs/orders ^ 
Subscribe to tracking updates (optional) 



Your Name; 



Your E-mail Address: 



^-mall address 



Language 
English 
English 
English 
English 

Select format: HTML O Text C ) Wireless 
Add personal message: 

Not available for Wireless or 
non-English characters. 



Exception 
updates 



Delivery 
updates 

n 



n 
n 



liiips://www.fetlcx.com/Tracking?action=trock& 



12/3/2007 
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Track Shipments/FedEx Kinko's Orders 
Detailed Results 



704 987 4412 



P*2 

Page 1 of 2 



Close Window 



Print 



Tracking number 
Signed for by 
Ship date 
Delivery date 

Status 

Signature image 
avaUable 



791 441 367551 Destination 

Signature release on file Delivered to 

Nov 26. 2007 Service ty pe 

Nov 27. 2007 8:53 AM Weight 

Delivered 

No 



CHICAGO. IL 
Residence 
Pciorlty Ptrit 
1 .0 lbs. 



Daic/Time 
NOV 27, 2007 



Nov 2007 



Activity 
8:53 AM Dcllv^rod 



Location 
CHICAOO, IL 



7:43 AM On FedCx vehicle for SKOKIE. IL 

delivery ^ 
7:16 AM At local FedEx facility SKDKIfc. H 



3: 02 AM At deal sort facility 
3:05 AM Dep^ftcd F eclE>c 

location 
12:34 AM Arrived at FedEx 

location 
0:0t PM Left origin 
6:14 PM Picked up 
4;29 PM Package data 

transmitted to FedCx 



CHICAGO. IL 

IMDIANAPOLIS, 

IN 

INDIANAPOUS, 
IN 

CONCORD, NC 
CONCORD, NC 



Details 

Lefl ort porch. Package delivered to 
recipient addtess - release 
authorized 



I E-mail results ] ^ Track more shipments/ordons j 
Subscribe to tracking updates (optional) 



Your Name: 

E-mail address Language 

English 
English 
English 
English 

Select format: HTML C.) Text O Wireless 
Add personal message: 

Not available for Wireless or 
non-Cnglish characters. 



Vour E-iKiall Address: 



Exception 
updates 



Delivery 
updates 



n 



bttps://wvAvJbdcx,c<>m/'rracking?acti<>n^track& 



12/3/2007 



